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LHE_STRUCTURE_OF THE NEWS_STORY | LVE
Ole Togeby bt ) T then/ TII
Ingtitut for nordisk Filologi. - — % e EPTSODE moE:MMW\
University of Copenhagen ﬁWWW\\\\\\\\\\\ =
This paper deals with the structure of the news story; but as an ngﬁwmweuH?illéﬁmHmm§611ll!.meHuGZ
introduction to the method of description, and by way of contrast | | STRRLE
. ; . _ UNSTABIE  UNDERSTANDING/ ACT STATE/
to the news story, I shall first analyse a simple narrative. TIIUSORY EVENT VALUATI
A text can be described as a unity of parts called functions. STATE %Mwwgﬂ
Functions (mar%ked by CAPITAL LETTERS) are segments of text defined ) —
by semantic relations to other functions. The semantic relations : _
(marked by small letters underlined) are logical, temporal, causal, Min 1illebror S& skulle han zﬁdwﬁﬁﬂ%wﬂ%Hmﬁﬁ.wmnm”Mm
. ; to ittle broi
inferential or informational relations such as the following: My little brother Then he had ?% ‘
§ og jeg gik en tisse og samti-~ ﬁmmmmmm hen mod huset.
FUNCTION--~-and-~-FUNCTION W &Qﬂ m and I were piddle and at piddled towards the hous
VI . o .. )
FUNCTION---0or---FUNCTIQN . b . gang ude pd en dig sa vi et ilden, men han (4
EVENT--~then---EVENT ) once walking the same time © the fire,but he ‘

. _ r . mark. hus der brandte. kunne ikke nd. S& lgh) har
STATE-~-while~--STATE %«ﬂb&mrw\«. on a field. we saw a house couldn't reach it. .E_m_s he
CAUSE-~~-therefore~--EFFECT/CONSEQUENCE . E on fire. og tissede p& ilden, s
CONSEQUENCE/EFFECT-~-because~—-—-CAUSE j A . (2) to the fire and piddled on

e — . L ilden slukket
AROTMENT~consequently-—-CONCLUSION | (3.} {f¢ ., NPALAGL : . end %o the five was puk o
CONCLUSION~--since--~ARGUMENT : , ( (3)
FUNCTION-~-but~--CONTRAST neudal, .

PRESUPPOSITION---mp (makes possible)---FUNCTION \m%@\m&b . ‘
FUNCTION---presupposes---PRESUPPOSITION k@efwaiégkﬂﬁqtg<xr®3&% . The relations between I and II are not only contrastive (the|cor
A}

GS (GENERAL STATEMENT)-~-viz~--SP (SPECIFICATION g g C
SP 50— - " eLi Wt tehhgy,

J

trast between the quiet state of walking, and the two wwovwm4m~
piddling and fire) but also informational (the piddling presup-

q

Two or more functions connected by semantic relations constitute mommm.ﬁsm existence of the boy) and temporal. The relations nwn
a new function on a higher level, a macro-function. Thus text is tween II and III are either inferential, omWwwH- ﬁmﬁwOHmp ow.wzu
a unity composed of a hierarchy of wczoﬁ.osm mmm.u..amm and connect- 1 formational; in this case they are inferential m:n.g informational
ed by semantic relations. | So the beginning and the end are related u..:mou.._wmﬁvoumu.wf butl th

According to many authors®) a simple narrative often has a ; description of the events is ordered Ly recursive rules of tem-

structure like this: . poral and causal relations:

L ooy tee e e . o
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EHTM CONSEQUENCE
PLAN mHmmOH

H
w
story is the following: : ~
f
J

i fthen ii i I \\\.\\\.\\/HH
COMPLICATION—{therefore} —— ACT-2 | GS viz SP

e —

A —C..
ACT- therefore]  CONSED. . .. | WOy and / and c
, m WHAT/ \\\\\\ : )
] ; .
i : WHERE/ .
Min lillebror men han kunne 83 1gb han og tissede og sa var ! N WEEN/ ]
My little bro- but he couldn't Then he ran and piddl- and so . ////5
HOW,
tissede hen hen pa ilden . HOwW/ a“and
ther piddled to the fire ed on the fire : WY/
mod ilden, (3c) ilden slukket ) CONSEQ./ zme\
towards the it was put : PRESUPPOS.
fire, (3d) out. ! WHERE,/
(3a) ’ (3e) )

2n act can be perceived and recqunted as either a changing of the .

world (with conseguences) (ACT-1), as a PLAN (with an intention i

, ! The analysis of the following text is shown by hierarichal enum
and a following actualization) (ACT-2) or as an INTENTION (with a ation system: I(A(l(a...b...c)...2(a vvv and the name of the
In all kinds of action " :

complication and a reaction to it) (ACT-3). i tions is marked with capital letters.

description of the dominant semantic relations are temporal and :
‘ I.GS: Arhus amtsrdds udvalg for teknik og miljg reddede

cagsal. . . i - ’ w This Wednesday the technology and environment committee o:
This is a very simplified theory of one kind of narrative, but

onsdag en af Silkebor tprste vi ~ 8i
as an illustration of the method of description, and as an example g rgs stgrste virksomheder Silkeborg

Arhus County Council saved Silkeborg paper factory, one o:
in. contrast to the news story, it will do here. papirfabrik fra at mdtte lukke pd grund af miljg-

Silkeborg's biggest industries, from closure becaiise of

krav. (1)

The structure of the news story is quite different. The EVENTS are’ v
environment protection demands.

not narrated in succession, and they are not related by temporal
II.SP:

A.HOW:
1.GS: Det skete da udvalget godkendte virksomhedens forslag
This happened when the committee approved the factory

or causal relations, but one central event is paraphrased and made

more specific again and again. The typical structure .of the news
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til spildevandsrensning. (2)
waste cleansing proposals.

2.8P:a.WHAT: Projektet medfgrer vasentlig nedsattelse af
The scheme will bring about a significant reduction in the

udledningen af sdkaldt suspenderet stof. (3) ;
discharge of so-called suspended matter.

b.CONTRAST ,EFFECT: Alligevel kommer virksomheden alene til

|
|
' Nevertheless this factory alone will cause more suspended :
}

at forurene Gudenden mere med suspenderet stof end hoved- ! \\\\\\\\\\\\\\é
]
|

matter pollution of Gudenden than the greater part of the a.WHAT~~— but —-- CONTRAST

parten af kommunens borgere tilsammen. (4) ) :
county's population as a whole. )

B.WHY,PRESUPPOSITION: Direktgr H.Madelung, De forenede Papirfa- ' (1) 2) - (3) (4) (5)
H.Madelung, managing director of United Paperworks Ltd.
brikker A/S truede pd et offentligt mgde i februar med,at ; A eral statement (GS b i Fi 4 thi
warned at a public meeting in February that the paper £ genera me (GS) can be speci ied in many ways. In this

‘ the GS describes the saving of a factory. This saving can be sp

papirfabrikken med sine ca. 355 medarbejdere matte lukke, ;

factory with its approx. 355 employees would have to : * fied as to WHO was saved, WHO saved, WHERE and WHEN did it happ
s&fremt kravene til spildsvandsrensning skarpedes blot fa M. HOW was it done, and WHY was it done (including the guestion fr
close down if waste cleansing requirements were made even : WHAT was it saved), WHAT was the danger, what were the PRESUPE
procent i forhold ﬁH« virksomhedens eget oplag. (5) TIONS of the saving, and #wm,OOmeocmzomm ?
a few percent more rigorous than the factory itself sug- ! ]
gested. All GENERAL STATEMENTS can be specified in all the ways that re
AHmeHEmﬁHown 31.3.1977) ” semble the deep cases of the verb.

. The author of the news story may among all the possible| spe
(2) is not the event following the event mentioned in (1), but a ¥ may g P i

s . . . cifications choose only those specifications that are relevant t
specification of HOW the saving in (1) took place. The saving was

. o . ; readers. In this case time and place have been mentioned injthe
done by the approval. The relation of specifications means that the

SPECIFICATION implies the GENERAL STATEMENT, and sometimes that the
sum of SPECIFICATIONS is a paraphrase of the GENERAL STATEMENT. At
the same time the anaphoric relations between the sentences are as

general statement, so that the HOW and the WHY need most specif
cation. The order of the specifications is determined by the me
of relevance too: First the specification most relevant and| nec

. o . . . sary for the understanding of the general statement, next what
in other texts. A definite noun phrase in the specification may

presuppose something in the general statement. Det in (2) has as
its antecedent reddede in (1). At the same time godkendte in (2)

now the most relevant topic and so on. What is taken account of
is the fact that many readers do not read the news story to|the

. X . A i X end. If they drop out in the middle, they only loose the least
implies reddede in (1). (3) is not a description of the EFFECT of .
K R . X vant specifications of the story.
the carrying out of the project, but a specification of the proposal

. . The text is structured for catching the attention of the re
from the factory - and so on. The analysis of the text can be illu-

: : not for discussing the impact of the event. The valuation of tk
strated as a diagram: . .
event in the text is made in the first sentence, in the general

statement, and all the following specifications imply this valu.

What in this news story is called saving could as well be calle

lack of consideration for the environment. But this interpretat

is not possible for the readers of this news story.
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As a contrast to this structuring of the description of the events
in Arhus County Council, let us see how the same story was told on
TV. On TV it need not be feared that the audience will drop out
during the presentation of the news story; the point of the story
can be put at the end, but on the other hand the most important

things must still be mentioned first:

I1.GS: Arhus amtsrdd reddede i dag en af Silkeborgs stgrste
Today Arhus County Council saved one of Silkeborg's biggest

virksomheder fra at lukke pd grund af miljgkrav (1)
industries from closure because of enviromment protection demands.

IT.SP:A.HOW: Det skete da amtsrddet godkendte et spildsvandsprojekt
This happened when the Council approved a waste cleansing project

som fabrikken selv har foresldet. (2)
proposed by the factory itself.
B.HOW-NARRATIVE
1. INTRODUCTION:a.STATE: Den virksomhed det drejer sig om
The industry concerned is Silkeborg
er Silkeborg papirfabrik, (3)
paper factory,
b. der bl.a. fremstiller papir til

which among other things produces paper

vore pengesedler. (4)
for our bank notes.

s

c. Virksomheden beskaftiger onkring 350 medarbejdere (5)

~ The factory employs about 350 workers

d. og har veret en vaesentlig kilde til
and has been a major source of

forureningen af Silkeborg. (6)
pollution in Silkeborg. :

2.EPISODE:
a.COMPLICATION

i) ACT: Demne forurening har virksomheden nu tilbudt
The factory has now offered to reduce this pollution
at nedbringe med 85%. (7)
by 85%.

ii) EFFECT, CONTRAST: Men trods det vil den stadig forurene
Nevertheless, it will still cause more pollution

mere end den gvrige del af Silkeborg. (8)
than the rest of Silkeborg.

b. REACTION: Fabrikkens ledelse meddelte imidlertid pd et
However, the management of the factory announced at a

o“mmmuﬁ.u..mn mﬁ&m i februar at man eventuelt mitte lukke hvis
public meeting in February that they might have to close
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man skulle investere.yderligere i rensning. (9)
down if they has to invest more in cleansing operations.

3. END: Og det er nu det Arhus amtsrdd har bgjet sig for. (10)
And that is what Arhus County Council has now accepted.

TV~avisen 30.3.1977

or as a diagram:

1.C C e mm———— 17 e II.SP

y;aa<annHHHMHMM\\MM\H”H”WMmozAmwmmCWMOmHeHozvu
NARRATIVE

a. and b.and ¢. and d.

STATE - STATE~STATE-STATE

a mp
CATION but

i

EFFECT
' Omvzewwmﬂ_

1) .ﬁmv (3) (4) (5) 6) (7) - (8) (9)

(3)=(6) could be analysed as a specification of the GS, but
not possible to interpret (7) as a specification of GS or o
other preceding sentence, (7) does not imply any-of those s
and so it can not be a specification of any of them. The on
understand the coherence of the text is to interpret (3)-(1
narrative structure embedded in the structure of the news s
this version of the news story it becomes obvious to the au

e

I.INTRODUCTION --- mp --2.EPISODE----- therefore~F==-

ACT-therefore-- ii ACT

COMPLI--therefore-—-——=~--= REACI'ION

=

it
£ an
ente
1y w
0) a
tory
dien

that the factory is the hero in a narrative: it fights for the

ployment of the workers, and is saved by the county council
moral of the story is the same as in the previous version,

more explicit, and more easy for the audience to grasp.

. Th

but
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To summarise: the newspaper news story is structured primarily by
informational relations. The temporal and causal relations between
functions in the text disappear; the dominant relation is specific-
ation, and coordination of the specifications ordered according to
their actuality and relevance for the readers. So the interpretat-
ion of the causal relations in the real world, the world told about,
is blocked or prevented by the text structure, and the relation be-
tween the sender, the journalists, and the receiver, the readers,
becomes the structuring factor. The narrative, on the other hand,
is structured, except for the introduction and the 'end, by temporal
and causal relations, and so the text permits a discussion of what
is going on in the real world. The TV news story is often a combi-
nation of a news story structure and a narrative structure.
Different text types or genres can be described as a hierarchi-
cal structure of functions and macro functions connected by semantic
relations from a limited set of relations. The difference of struct-
ure between the text types can to a certain degree be explained by
the pragmatic context. The news story is UHHbﬁmm‘Hu newspapers where
the readers are expected to drop out in the middle of ﬁrm story,
while the narrative is told in situations where the audience is

supposed to. listen to the end. o .

1) E.Glilich & W.Raible: Linguistische Textmodelle, 1977 Miinchen; .
Wolfgang Dressler: Einfilhrung in die Textlinguistik, 1973 Tiibingen;
William Labov & Joshua Waletzky: Narrative Analysis, Oral Versions
of Personal Experience, in Essays on the Verbal and Visual Arts,
ed. June Helm, 1967 Seattle; Ole Togeby: Theories of narrative in
textlinguistics, in Thore Pettersson (ed): Papers from the fifth
Scandinavian Conference of Linguistics, Frostavallen, April 27-29
1979, 1979 Stockholm.
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